When Farukh Sayyar became Emperor in 1713 one of his first acts
was to appoint Mir Kamruddin Chin Kulich Khan, Subedar, or Viceroy, of
the Deccan, with the title of Nizam~ul~Mulk (Regulator of the State) Feroz
Jung. After fighting an engagement with the Mahrattas at Paithan,
Nizam-ul-MuIk went towards Jalna in 1714 for the purpose of chastising
the Mahrattas, who had been giving trouble in the districts and returned
to Aurangabad after having fought two or three successful engagements
with them* Shortly after his return to Aurangabad, news reached him
of the appointment of one Syed Hussain Ali Khan to the subedarship of the
Deccan and Nizam-ul-Mulk set out for Delhi. On his arrival there he was
appointed Subedar of Moradabad. He was recalled to Delhi in 1718.

The next year Emperor Farukh Sayyar was blinded and imprisoned
and subsequently assassinated.

After Farukh Sayyar's death, the Sayyids placed a grandson of
Aurangazeb on the throne. He assumed the title of Muhammad Shah and
appointed Chin Kulich Khan as his Prime Minister. His premiership was
of short duration. His attempt to effect radical reforms in the administra-
tion and to check the abuses which had crept into many departments of the
State exposed him to the displeasure of the Emperor and his favourites; and
the latter resorted to many species of intrigue to thwart his measures; so
that he resigned his post to resume his Viceroyalty of the Deccan. On his
return, he found his authority usurped by Mubariz Khan whom he had left
at the head of affairs and who resisted his assumption of the Government
of Hyderabad. A battle was accordingly fought between the rivals in
August 1724 on the plains of Shaker Khera, or Fathay Khilda, in the present
Buldana district in the Berars, where the usurper was slain and his army
routed. Nizam-ul-Mulk made a triumphant entry into Hyderabad which
submitted at once, together with all the provinces in the south, to his rule.
And Nizam-ul-Mulk was now supreme in the Deccan. The Emperor in
recognition of his valuable services wrote a rescript conferring on him the
Government of the Deccan, and also sent him an elephant, jewels and the
title of Asaf Jah (equal in dignity to Asoph, the Minister of Solomon) with
directions to settle the affairs of the country, repress the turbulent, punish
the rebellious, and cherish the people. This was in 1724 and we may say
that the year marks the beginning of the independence of the Nizams.
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